
community glamour at its best �

Celebrity Cosmetics is Wareemba’s newest specialist. 
Offering a range of skin and body solutions, Dr Vincenzo 
Floridia created the clinic to ensure the Inner West had the 
latest in international skin care technology. 

n Special Promotion 

The new celebrities in Wareemba

Dr Floridia explains “I was always curious about the new 
methods in helping improve one’s skin and body without 
the need for invasive surgery.”  He adds, “Early on, I used 
to practise the new techniques on my wife and she loved 
it. She still does!” 

Dr Floridia began his career in Italy, practising at a 
major hospital for several years. He finally settled in 
Sydney where he became involved in cosmetic medicine 
particularly in the treatment of skin damage. Dr Floridia 
and his daughter Patrizia are experts whose only goal 
is to make you feel proud of your body. Their years of 
experience mean that after an assessment you are given 
a specific treatment plan that will enable you to achieve a 
beautiful natural look.

All treatments are non invasive, pain free, quick and 
inexpensive. You’ll walk out within an hour looking and 
feeling fabulous.

Make your skin glow
Patrizia loves the new Silk Peel machine. It instantly 
makes your skin glow with fine diamonds! The 
microdermabrasion machines use harsh crystals that 
can tear the skin leaving it raw and rough and more 
susceptible to sun damage. However, Silk Peel takes 
out all impurities and dead skin cells gently with a fine 
diamond dust. It also re-hydrates your skin leaving it 
smooth, soft and glowing. It can be used on any skin types 
even on sensitive faces. It treats hyper pigmentation, acne, 
dehydration and wrinkles. One treatment starts from $160.  

    Tone your body 
in minutes
Dr Vincenzo Floridia believes this 
new machine called Beautytek 
will revolutionise body toning 
and fat loss techniques. It was 
developed in Germany and it is 
the first of its kind in New South 
Wales. Beautytek combines the 
most modern medical technology 
with the wisdom of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine to offer a safe 
and comfortable aesthetic 
treatment to improve beauty 
and physical shape. At certain 
points, similar to those used in 
acupuncture, a transfer of energy 
will be activated enhancing the self-
repair mechnasims of your body. 
It’s a non invasive and painless 
treatment that uses an electrode 
tool to touch various acupuncture 
points on your body. It promotes the 
production of collagen, tightens and 
lifts skin and is especially effective 
on busts. Dr Floridia said it’s also 

excellent for getting rid of those spare ‘tyres’ around your waist. It also has been known to help with 
making women fall pregnant. A treatment will last between 30 and 60 minutes, and results can be seen 
after only one session. Patrizia specialises in Silk Peel, Beautytek machines and iClear XL, which treats 
acne with blue and red light. Dr Floridia specialises in injectable muscle relaxants and dermal fillers that 
help smooth unwanted lines, wrinkles and enhance lips. 
Packages are available at a special price. Come in for a free consultation. 

n 284 Great North Road, Abbotsford 2046 Ph: 9712 2575
www.celebritycosmetics.com.au   
Email: info@celebritycosmetics.com.au
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Our very own treasure island
LIFE AS WE KNOW IT

At least one corner of the 
Inner West has miraculously 
escaped the frenzy of 
gentrification and demolition. 
But only because no one could 
work out how to build a bridge 
over to it for the bulldozers and 
the baristas.

With the Balmain, Rozelle and Glebe foreshores 
now thoroughly cleansed of all traces of 
“inappropriate” industry and replaced by the up 
market sterility so beloved by investors, it’s hard to 
imagine what the area used to be like. Workshops, 
sheds, wharves, roll on/roll off ramps, factories 
and cranes – those testaments to the functional 
but gritty reality of urban life – do not make highly 
prized views for the well-to-do boomers who now 
rule the roost.

When Cockatoo Island finally ceased its 
shipbuilding and maritime repair function in 
1992 – it was suggested that it might be sold to 
developers. Fortunately the logistic and economic 
difficulties proved formidable, and so the island 
was saved from becoming just another “Balmain 
Sores.” In 2001 The Sydney Harbour Federation 
Trust assumed control and started restoration work. 
And has been actively seeking an ongoing viable 
role for this most precious of Sydney’s treasures 
– our very own “secret” Island ever since.

You can visit Cockatoo Island now and wander 
around more or less at will. It’s still pretty raw but 
remediation is taking place. Visit it soon – before it 
becomes all precious, before some ultra-fashionable 
restaurant buys the spruiked up sandstone gems for 
4.5mil, and the huge heavy and cavernous machine 
workshops get leased out to events promoters and 

totally cleansed and sanitised. Regrettably – both 
are probably Cockatoo Island’s fate

But at least the structures and the reminders of our 
real heritage will survive – which is more than has 
happened on the mainland. And what a fantastic 
trove of discoveries the island offers. Blacksmith 
shops originally built by convicts, rusting machinery 
from its shipbuilding heyday and a secret tunnel 
running the entire width of the island which doubled 
as a bomb shelter during World War II. 

Some of great hulking cranes are still there of 
course, as well as the slipways and dry docks. 
The upper level – housing the oldest 19th century 

prison relics – sits on top of spectacular sheer sided 
sandstone cliffs.

On a crisp, sunny winter or spring day in the middle 
of Sydney Harbour, there’s no more magical place 
to be. Bring a picnic – there’s no shop or catering 
of any kind (yet), and the erratic ferry services do 
require a bit of planning. But if you do make the 
effort, one thing’s for sure – you will be back.

n For info – www.harbourtrust.gov.au or tel.  
8969 2100. For guided tours, tel. 8969 2131. 
Transport info – www.sydneyferries.info. Some 
RiverCat services stop at the island, but not all.

Russell Edwards

Community spirit

Sculpture by the sea – Cockatoo Island has a treasure trove of relics from our industrial past.

Inner West councils have been in the news 
recently. For all the wrong reasons.
Was anyone really surprised to read in the press that an unhealthily cosy 
relationship had grown between Canada Bay Council and Abbotsford 
developer Antoine Bechara? A lot of people did suspect something might 
be amiss as those residential towers around Strathfield railway station 
sprouted like mushrooms. 

But it took the Herald – a newspaper not reliant on revenue from Council 
coffers or the real estate industry – to sniff out the scandal. It involves 
the sale of two public parks, a section of road and several heritage 
properties. Unfortunately, small councils have a great deal of planning 
power in this state, and this is only the latest of many such cases.

Ashfield Council has quite the opposite problem – no relationships at 
all with any developers. And the result, according to one recent media 
report – is a shabby, run down town centre efficient only at repelling 
customers and frustrating shopkeepers. And few developers ever bother 
proposing anything at all to the maddies at Marrickville. Their major 
controversies regularly make the “light relief” pages and sound like they’ve 
been scripted by the Chaser team – gay lifestyle books in pre schools, shop 
signs in English and sister city relationships with towns run by terrorists. 

Leichhardt Council chooses irrelevance too – it postures over coal 
mining in the Hunter and allocates vast amounts of time to internecine 
warfare over the NSW Health’s Department’s use of Callan Park. Yet it has 
no overall urban development plan for the areas that it does look after.

Leichhardt operates on the BANANA principle (Build Absolutely Nothing 
Anywhere Near Anything). Its decisions are often open to challenge 
and regularly overturned in the courts. But not before a great deal of 
ratepayer’s money has been handed over to consultants and lawyers.

Minus an urban plan, there is no overall strategy for dealing with proposals 
except on an ad-hoc basis. Nature abhors a vacuum though, and into it 
roars developers like Multiplex. And they push, push, push… Then there’s 
Frank Sartor. Our unloved Planning Minister does more than just push. 
He’s tough and determined to change the way building developments are 
assessed and approved. If he suceeds, the Herald, editorialised, “He will 
have a chorus of tens of thousands cheering him from all sides”

Many inner westies – like those who wait an average of 100 days for DA 
decisions, who’ve watched the abject failure of Inner West Councils to 
agree on a future for Parramatta Road, or sniffed the odour of scandal 
surrounding Canada Bay – will be amongst the ones clapping.  – RE

What’s the 
matter with 
our councils?

n Inner West Blues


